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N ' NOTES. ■ _ ■ 

HoFal Conscription.^ , 

The resources of the recrgiting authorities for devices to 
entice the manhood of the country into the Army are being sorely 
tried. Lord,Derby, the erstwhile leader of fhe Liverpool Dockers’ 
Battalion, has been* appointed Director of Recruiting, and since 
his appointment an elaborate classification has been made, by 
means of the National Register, of all men of military age. Those 
engaged on war work or necessary industry have been starred ; 
the remainder have been placed in forty-six groups, and are to 
be chased and harassed until the weaker of them are either 
frightened into joining or heartily sickened of such persecutidn' 
as this form of voluntary enlistment is tantaniount to. It must 
surely be patent that those who are anxious to .serve their King 
and conntry have enlisted long ago, and any who come forward 
now are .moral conscripts ; thus the system of recruiting in free 
England for a war for freedom is even more obnoxious than whole¬ 
hearted compulsion. Thedetters and plainT^ve appeals that have 
emanated from Lord Derby would suggest a lamentable slump 
and uneasiness in high places, and we sympathise with the 
victims of these outpourings. Is the^objective to so circularise 
and canvass that after a certain peor-iod it may be said,‘‘We 
have done all we*can to get men to enlist’; those who have not 
yet joined loill not come ; they are real slackers. We must make 
them come ” ? This is an iugeaiotis method of obtaining con¬ 
scription, and one which is calculated to disarm the opponent of 
compulsion by the, false cry of “ We are only roping in the 
slackers.” . Let us not be deceived by any subfle moves of our 
statesmen, whom we know to , be absolutely.^ uimcrupulous when 
military necessity demands it. Military coil^ription is but the 
forerunner of industrial Conscription,'of which we already have 
a tasto. 


Commerce and Conscription. 

The opposition to conscription is assuming more powerful 
proportions^'not, as one "would suppose, among the workers, but 
among that privileged class of. humanity which represents 
commerce in the House of Commons. A committee composed of 
Members of the House having been formed, a long statement has 
been issued ‘ by them , sjiowing that Britain is best helping 
forward the war, not by conscripting its wage-workers, but by 
expanding its trade with a view to financing the Allies. 
Although patriotism is the, keynote to this manifesto, yet.beneath 
•the surface ap'^^ears the motive that is inspiring many of our 
captains of industry. Th0 . absorption since the outbreak of 
hostilities of the normally large army of unemployed, and the 
--ever-increasing dearth of skilled wage-workers, is causing acute 
difficulty to our industrial masters. Hence’ their opposition to 
conscription. But they, are by no means averse to a form of 
Industrie conscription which would guar^tee to them good 
-docile workers not only now, but after peace has been declared. 
The settled policy of the Government and, of course, the people • 
whom the Government really represent, has been the drawing of 
the claws of Labour. Ever since the Defence of the Realm Act 
became law, and the Munitions Act was passed, this end has 
been, kept steadily in view.' We are all to be brought under one' 
vast scheme of industrial seridom superior in its thoroughness 
to anything to be found in that home of_thoroughness, Germany. 

r ■ I 

The Enemy at Home. / 

When the Scottish peasants who went to fight the battles of. 
their lords in the Napoleonic wars returned, they found their lords 
in possession of their holdings. History repeats itself, except 
that very few of the soldiers fighting now have land to be seized. 
•They have, however, houses of a sort, it ds true, and wives and 
families left to the tender mercies of a beneficent Stato and the 
landlord. A flagrant case was recently reported from Glasgow 
■ of a man who returned from the front to find his wife and family 


e'victed by at-patriotic landlord. We now have a similar case from 
Wellington, Somerset, where aliotice to quit was served upon a 
soldier’s wife. . It was impossible to obtain another house, so the 
order was not complied with. The landlord appeared on the 
scene, armed with building materials, and commenced pulling ofi, 
the chimney apd tiles to enforce his order. The woman, in a fit 
of desperation and despair, attempted suicide in a stream near 
by. Thus .are served the interests of those who fight their 
masters’ battles. These are .not isolated cases, but only vivid 
examples of what - the masters can and will do despite the talk 
of common interest. There can be no ‘such .thing between the 
m'asters and 'workers, and yet the "workers are fighting their 
masters’ battles. It would be infinitely more logical ' and 
productive of more g'ood to themselves if these men devoted 
their lives to fighting their real enemies, Landlordism and 
Ganitalism. ' ■■ ’ . 

Machines or Men. 

We recently commented upon the prosecution and subsequent 
imprisonment of Harold Pugmire, a Hey wood schoolmaster, for 
refusing to fill in the National Registration form. The following 
extract from the Manchester' Guardian gives the sequel:— 

“ At a meeting of the Hey wood Education Committee it 
was reported that he [H. Pugmire] was now absent from school, 
and it was resolved that ms his conduct was incompatible with 
the due'■ discharge of his duty, and was prejudicial to the 
' intei'ests of the local education, lie be .discharged from-the 
service of the authority.” ^ , 

WhM fonls these local bigwigs ^e ! We can understand the 
popular clamc^'^hat when a man is down he should be kicked 
down still furtherT^Eqt we would have thought that the wiseacres 
who control the “educraojqal destinies of the youth of Hey wood 
would have risen superior tbi't,and seen’in a man who would goto, 
prison rather than violate a prihei^e that he held (however much 
they may have disagreed with him)^ama'n whp was principled 
and possessed of moral honesty and c^rgge, and just the man 
to guide the young. - Of course, there is the possibility 

that his teaching would have beep tainted with^a..^oi]!tempt for 
authority, the inculcation, of which into "the winds oLt^ future 
citizens is of more concern-to the powers that be thah>4^in 
moral uprightousness or their courage. They prefer, in iafet,^ 
machines as teachers rather than men, and thus ensure that the 
product of their schools will he subserYfeht workers. 


, Marriag'6 as a Profession. 

In one of the daily papers there recently, appeared an article 
by a parish priest on “ Problems of Womanhood after the-War.” 
The difficulty confronting the writer was no real complex 
problem, butmn .inquiry, which is receiving considerable atten¬ 
tion just how, as to-what will be done with the immense number 
of' women for whom no- husbands can be found after the war, 
seeing that there will be a great preponderance of women. 
He asks ^ , 

■ “ What provision is to be rnade in prder to find work for 
wages for the vast number of girls who under normal condi¬ 
tions would havp found their vocation in marriage and mother¬ 
hood ? Already a movement is on foot to relax the regulations 
of the marriage laws to meet -the supposed ..needs of, the 
emergency. It is demanded, for instance, that separation 
' orders should now be allowed to admit of remarriage, in 
order that giris who would otherwise remain single may have 
the opportunity of marriage. Yes, but at what a cost! ^ The 
maintenance of the strength of the marriage-tie remains of 
paramount importance. • la not one of, our most precious 
national possessions our English ideal of what a home and 
home life should be ? At all costs ibis must., be maintained: 
we dare hot tamper with it to, meet a temporary emergency, 
' however serious.” 

This holy piety with which respectable people view the sanctity 
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of home and boine life is appalling. We wonder if they have 
ever heard of the women who work in factory and workshop in 
normal times after marriage ? What of their homes and home 
life f* But the chief point is the admission that marriage to-day 
is to most an alternative vocation ‘to factory or other work. No 
question of sanctity ever enters into it.»It is, in fact, prostitution 
with another name. We never expected our criticism of marriage 
to be. corroborated by a parson. Much more could be said in 
criticism of this champion of home and home life, but the 
effusipp, such of it as we give, is surely its own commentary. 


The Press has been forming at the mouth over the execution 
, of Nurse OaveU in Brussels by the German military authorities. 
The facts will doubtless be,fresh in the --minds of our readers, so 
great has been the outpourings concerning it. We do not mini¬ 
mise to any degree the horror and barbarity of wanton murder ; 
but, as in many other cases, the “ Lusitania ” for example, the 
-pious expressions of outraged, feelings by the capitalist Press 
fiU us with disgust. To shout with horror at one particular 
atrocity in a whole series of wholesale atrocities which constitutes 
the sum total of war is, to say the least, hypocritical humbug. It 
is a case of the fndte and the beard again. Passions are inflamed, 
it is made a fresh excuse’ for keeping aliye racial and national 
hatreds, and the greater horrors of wholesale murder on all sides 
is pushed into the background. It is not enough to say, with 
uplif^d hands and eyes, “ Oh ! but this is a woman engaged in 
nursing, shot in cold blood.” Can there be any degree in bar¬ 
barity ? Does it mitigate the crime if you arm a nian and train 
him and send him out tp murder a man from another country ?‘ 
War is war, and humanity and civilisation take a back seat when 
it enters the arena! No Power at war holds a monopoly of 
virtue; the methods of the barbarian, are'equally distributed 
among them, to be used when inilitary necessity demands. 

fc ^-' / ' 

“ Sing a song of a few millions of souls and of pounds, .and 
I’m 2 /pttr-man,” seems to he the song sung by the little Balkan 
monarchs to the big pots of the Allies and of the Central Powers. 
In the race for the war stakes it is Ambition first and Patriotism, 
Brotherly Love, Decency, and the rest—not placed! l^s there 
ever been in the world’s history so shameless ,an exhibition ? It 
has come to such a pass that there is no longer any pretence of 
concealmeiit. Is not the picture ofIhe eagles and the lions and 
the other armorial animals gathered round Greece enough to 
make one almost despair of human nature in-high places ? It’s 
simply bribery and corruption, against which there fs not any 
International Law, which is concerned in the protection of 
capitalist interests and takes no account of honour or of human 
lives. Will the workers never realise the meaning and aim of 
all wars ? Will even these present lessons be unlearnt by them ? 
Is it any use again pointing out that war is the pastime of the 
fich and the hell of the poor, that it is waged ■t6 give more to 
-those who have and-to dake away what little they have got from 
the poor ? 

. They are all out/^a-cursing the Germans, who indeed are 
accursed in so far as they are to blame for the present state of 
the civilised world ! But those who are so busy, over this cursing 
business might well reniember that for years past they have been 
holding up Germany as a country to be admired, respected, and 
copied. Of course, anything—however true—-that an Anarchist 
gives utterance to'is suspect. So let us repeat the words of a 
quite respectable historian, the Italian Ferrero. Listen to yhat 
he BEiys. 

' “ We admired Germany not only, as giving an example of 
' industry, of order, of enterprise, of ability in organising the 
forces of individuals, but also, and chiefly, because, she had 
been victorious in two wars ; because her riches, the number' 
of her sons, her fabric, and her power grew visibly; because 
she forged much iron and inade many machhies ; because she 
was reputed invincible ; because we feared and envied her.” 

Is not every word of ‘that true ? Is it n©t eq.ually true thati^ 
we are now trying to adopt her methods, in order to smaehihe 
idol we have so long worshipped ?? The GoldenrGalf and the Iron ’ 
Man have been the, gods we have been brought up to worship, 
and woe to those of us who refused to Bend the knee. Fortunately^ 
sooner or later the gods of Justice, Mercy, and Truth take 
vengeance on those who have been false to them. Let us not 
pray, but that in'this case it shall he sooner, not later,, and 
that these wars wiirawaken the people to the m.eaning'apd the 
aims of Governm^t: government of the popr people by the'rich 
people for the rich people. 


Here is more of what- Ferrero says of Germany:— . 

“ We did not blame her, rather ,we praised her, for seducing- 
our minde with ber philosophy to the point of absurdity, con- 
. fbundingithe criteria of truth and falsehood., of good and bad, 
that men had held as most sound and clear : for adding, by 
her, science, every year new arms to the arsenal of violence 
■ and fraud. And what did it matter if .Germany top often 
. snatched away trade from-competing tradesmen with every, 
sort of mercantile cunning, falsifying and imitating and 
destroying the standard of the just prices^of things ! Germany 
was strong, stronger than her neighbours and rivals. Germany 
bad conquered, was, conquering, and would conquer! 
Germany therefore was in the right! ” , . 

He says that of his Italyl we can say it of ourselve^. Success is 
the mqdern standard of right; failure is the measure of wrong. 
Yet we .are now bidden to reverse our beliefs and curse the , 
successful—when they do not happen to be ourselves. It would 
be a farce were it not a tragedy.’ 


What' win be the outcome of air this turmoil ? Not much to 
the good, if rulers, politicians, statesmen and their -wiaatei’S, the 
capitalists, have the settling of the matter.' ^There'Will be a busy 
time for the map-makers, that is all, ” for doubtless many' 
boundaries will be shifted. But the dividing line between 
capitalists and workers will not be moved, unless the workers 
take a hand in the settlement., AVill they do so ? That depends 
upon themselves. They might long ago have stopped all pre¬ 
parations for war, refusing to’ make armaments or to be armed 
and drilled. They failed. They might have prevented the war 
at the last moment, by refusing to work the railways, the 
factories, and the mine§^ They failed.^ When .the war is over, 
if it is ever finished And does not end in a stale-mate, 'they can 
settle the terms of peace, if only they will remember that the 
war is not a war of peoples, but is a struggle between peoples 
and their rulers; that is the, only real war as far as the 
workers are concerned. In this ’ country, shall it be Asquith, 
Grey, Balfoiir, Carson, and the capitalists who determine the 
future, or shall it be the workers ? Will the workers fail again ? 
It win be the greatest opportunity they have ever had; will they 
let it slip ? The best ho|)e lies in the fact .th^,t many thousands 
of workers, now soldiers, will find it difficult to return to the old 
conditions of wage-slavery, and that the- Labour Party, the State 
Socialists," and all that fry have shown themselves to he the 
tools of the people’s enemies. Yes, there is hope, especially for 
the Anarchists, who see clearly who are the enemy, and who base 
their policy on reason and truth, not on complaisancy and com-* 
promise. Compromise has killed many a good cause. Let there 
he no liiore of it as far as concerns the fight to the death between 
Capital and Labour. The worker must kill or be killed.! 


The question of preventable infant rdof fcality—old as Capital¬ 
ism, and for ever with'us—is at last seriously alarming our 
"ben^cent rulers, and various Eugenic preachers have held 
forth at length on the need for State action. So a national 
campaign has been started to make the nation realise the mean¬ 
ing of the falling birth r-ate and rising infant mortality. This 
new.movement is supported, by many shining lights of Church 
and State, whose sentiments Mr. Walter Long probably echoed 
when he declared that statistics proved that poverty was the 
least of the operative causes of infant mortality. ‘"To-day,” he 
declared, “ there were an enormous number of men serving their 
country on sea and land. Their women-and -children received 
liberal allowahces from the Government for their maintenance. 
Were they quite sure that in all cases this money was being 

wisely and well spent ?.He could assurer them that no 

official in his Department would be allowed to Stand in the way 
of the successful performance of this great and sacred duty.” 


Other speakers emphasied the relation he!ween poj)uiation and 
power, Mr. Herbert Sainuel lamenting the fact that while the 
population of the United Kingdom increased ^ in ten years by 
about three and a half, millions, the population of Gertnany 
increased in ten years .by eight and a half millions. Sir james 
Crifchton-Browne thought attention should be given to the Nep- 
Malthusian propaganda, which was largely cutting ofl reinforce¬ 
ments of infant life; and hinted'at a sum being-voted by the. 
State in order to help to insure these reinforcements.’ H^e stated 
that doctors’ babies have a four times better chance of life than a 
miner’s child, Yet a previous speaker declared poverty to be 
the least operative of the causes of 'tiie evil i" What, then, is it 
that induces a *niiner or factory worher to live in a foetid sluni 
and a doctor to clioose a salubrious neighbourhood? Merely 
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better power of discrimination; we suppose. But, as in all else, we 
see the„cloven hoof of Gapitalism, in this campaignT Supplies o£ 
human material must be obtained for the maintenance of 
Britain’s industrial supremacy, and the potential mother and 
6hild must be supervised by a paternal State anxious to obtain 
for Capitalism the greatest return from its industrial slaves. i 


Now that war is wasting human life on a colossal, scale, the 
State must, as one cynical observer put it, “ give to Human life a 
little more of the care we Have for property, and save for England 
in-thirty years more British lives than there are at the front 
to-day.” That plenty of healthy victims may be provided for the 
Juggernaut car of profit which in times of peace claims its yearly 
toll of victims. Such is the benevolent object of this movement. 
It need not deceive any one who realises that in proportion as 
the State obtains more control of the individual, So we lose thah 
independence and initiative which, as intelligent entities, should 
be our birthright. ■ 


. The State is deeply concerned that a herd of healthy tameui 
slaves should be raised. In that respect it would emulate the 
ancient' Peruvian . State,' where, according. to "Buckle, “ the 
personal labour of the masses was placed under the entire 
comrnand of the State, where laws werei contrived By which, even 
in the most- minute matters, freedom of "action was controlled. 
The people were so shackled that they could neither change their 
residence, nor alter their clothes,.. without permission of the 
, governing powers. To each man the law prescribed the trade he 
was to follow, the dress he was to we4r, the wife he was to marry, 
and the amusements he was to enjoy.” Is it ndt time we under¬ 
stood, that fhe State, can only exist and wax powerful ^at the 
, expense of the individual ? When this factis grasped by^he 
workers they will be less eager to be dragooned' by the Govern- 
.ment, and will begin by striking a blow at the vested interests 
that support the State. - . . ’ • 

‘_i_ ' 

. The following extract taken from John $ull gives yet another 
illustration of how the Defence of the Realm Act is being used 
to interfere in a totally indefensible way with the liberty of the 
individual 

“ We take humble leave to direct attention. to the alarriimg . 
case of Mary Hayes, who keeps a little shop at Pontefract. As 
far as we Anew, Pontefract is not a seaside resort, nor a forti- 
, fied city like Margate or vScarborough; yet not only does 
Supeintendent Akroyd suinmon her ' for, havinig tl^e door of 
her shop open,’-but when the Magistrates "mulct her £1 for 
■ that heinous oJffepce and she says she will ‘ go down ’ rather ‘ 
• than pay, he announces that he will search her and, if she has 
the money, he will ask ihe Bench to appropriate it as the fine. 
This announcement made, the-police search her : that is to say, 
they take money forcibly out of her pocket, the Superintendent 
subsequently reappearing in Court to state that ‘she had 27s. 
in her possession.’, . On this information the Bench give him 
au'thority to retain £1. The Paw Officers of the Crown will 
', know much better than we do whether or not this is some new 
game dr sport under the Defence of the Realm Act or the Light- 
, ing Regulations, originated for fhe amusement of the police. 
So much law and stuff has gone into the melting pot since the 
war that we care not to express any opinion on the matter. If 
, -we did, we should' have to say it was a- little Prussian; and 
therefore a little brutal.” ; 

Seeing that this very elastic Act can rob us of every vestige 6f 
civil liberty, perhaps the patriotic editor of John BuU can tell us 
what we will/gain out of this war. Certainly not more liberty— 
a brass collar with our registration' number on it seems much 
more probable. 

r Rent strikes seem .to be aU the fashion just pow, for news 
reaches us from severM quarters where patriotic landlords have 
found themselves confronted^ with this powerful^ weapon after 
having raised their rents. A, placard exhibited in the window 
of one of the strikers bore" th® inscription, “While iny two 
sons are fighting for’'Our existence and freedom from German 
oppression, the landlord is trying to persecute and crush us' 
by extortionate rises in rent.” To carry this logic a stage 
further, on, would make the people realise the cosmopolitan 
nature of exploitation, and how incompatible if is with freedom. 
Why not go a step further and recognise, the-kinship between 
British and German oppression? Both have their origin in 
Capit^sin, and both are equally dangerous. 

In a leading article of pctober 18 the Evening News t&lks: 


seriously to all members of, the' community about the need for 
rigid economy. It says :— ■ _ ' ' , 

' "There are men in high places to whom in times of peace 
we pay high salaries—hoping thereby, though the hope m-ay 
not always be justified, to obtain the best brains for the 
Government of the country. We p^,y most of the Qabinefc 
Ministers £6,0()0 a year, and our Lord Chancellor £10,000 a 
year. Surely tliese rulers of ours, patriotic as wo know them 
to be, could exist on half the salaries that .they are now 
getting. Then we have three retired Lord Chancellor A 
receiving £6,000 a . year each for having' been Lor^ 
Chancellors at a princely wage, and a certain number of ex- 
Oabinet Ministers who are pensioned in proportion*. Cannot 
they be convinced of the need for an exarAple of self-denial 
for their country’s sake ? Again, there are the. Law Cfficers 
of the Crowd, whose salaries and foes together make even a 
Lord Chancellor'look poor. Have they nothing to render 
back to the country which has paid them so lavishly in time 
- of peace ■ 

There is much more in the saweV strain, but the real gem is 
contained in the following lines , 

- “Those who need that example most, because they think 
the least, are the artisans and labourers whose wages have 
enormously increased on account, of the war.’ We are 
officially .told that the sales of luxuries are inereasing. . . . 
We believe, one principal cause is the increase of wages in 
certain industries, and the 'lavish spending of money which 
• has been easily earned. There are men who, thanks largely 
to the recklessness of Government expenditure, are eaminer 
double and treble what they did in time of peace, and these are 
the people who too often buy rump-^Bteak- and 1|he best fresh 
' butter, while the rniddle and struggling professional classes 
are content to halve their butcher’s'.bills and eat margarine.’^ 

Cease, thou unthinking artisan, feasting thy epicurean soul on 
rump steak and beat fresh butter, and instead go pass the hat 
round for those struggliugmembers of the middle class whom the 
war has made penurious, until such tiuie as your very prosperity 
shall attract them into your ranks. For who shall deny the 
magnetic attraction of rump steak and fresh butter ? ' 

I The following from the Sydney Sun only serves to emphasise 
ttTe reactionary cha'racter of the Australian Labour Govorn- 
ments,whichFRBEiDO]i£ha3alw.ay.siusist6don,:— 

“ Atj/h ' combined meeting of the Newcastle (N.S.W.) 
Trade XJaions to discuss the amending, Trade Dnions Bill, 
which/has been read a first time in the Legislative Assembly, 
the/measure came in for a lot of adverse criticism. Mjr. 
W/ters, representing the BubcherA XJnion, said that if this 
wS's the best thing-they could expect from the Labour Govern¬ 
ment after 25 years’ hard work, God help the workers ! This 
lot,-h^said, meant the wiping clean out of the spirit of Trade 
Unionism, and the wiping out of the Unions. Mr; A, Terris/’’' 

. treasurer of the Colliery Emp loy ees’ Federation, condemned 
the Bill as an attempt at over-regulation. Mr. Geoghan, 
Ironworkers, said as the Bill stood it was a worse Coercion 
Act than' that introduced by the Wade Government, and 
would breed disunion and autocracy in the conduct of the 
Unions. It was decided to Write to all the Labour Members 
asking them to withhold their support from the Bill until it. 
had been thoroughly considered by the Unions.” 

The^ still show their faith in jb-he Labour'Members, however. 

Viscount Bryce has been distress^ because the Churches 
have not done as much as might have been hoped. He finds ■ 
that they, have followed whichever way their States took them. 
We had seen a State in Jhese days recognising no moral 
responsibility to God or to humanity or to moral law, but simply . 
wickedly acting in a way wh-icli suited its own interests'.” Does 
Viscount Bryce imagine that the German State'would act against 
its interests, or that the Church would so far fail in its duEy as 
not to sanctify-.any thing undertaken by the Qtate ? ^The Church 
and’ State—those twin forces of oppression—mugty|dways be’ in, 
agreement, of else the Church would be superseded by an institu- . 
tion-that would perform, the function required by the State, of 
sanctifying murder when required. 

Dr.,Macnamaxa has discovered a great truth, which-he has 
divulged to the ■ munition w^orkers of the East End. He 
declared that every man and woman in the nation were members 
of bne great mnion. Odd that it should require a war to make 
a member of Mihe Government discover that fact. 
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ASQUITH'S STATEMENT. 

The people of this country will find small satisfaction in the 
Prime Minister’s statement on the progress of the war, delivered 
in the House of Commons on Tuesday, Novembers. It wa^, 
however, such a confession of complete failure all round that 
those who cannot learn a lesson from it nfus-t in.deed be slow of 
understanding^.. Here we have a Government which we are told 
has within its ranks the best brains in the ruling class, and 
which has had practically the Wliole of the manhood and wealth 
of the country placed at its disposal to carry on a war which it 
entered with its eyes open. Nothing has b6en stinted in the 
way of means-to that end, and the opposition has been paltry. 
Yet the Government has failed-^and failed ignominiously. 
The people have always beei^ taught that the affairs of a country 
can. only be managed by a strong centralised Government, and 
having blind faith in their- teachers they have placed their affairs 
at the disposal of their rulers. Now they can see the .result of 
their confidence in Governments. To put it briefly, they have 
been betrayed''and brought to the verge of -ruin-. For many 
years to come, they will curse the men. who have s.6 disastrously 
abused bheir confidence:* *’ , ^ ' 

One would have expected that, considering the~tFagic results 
of.their policy, the Government would have given their dupes 
some excuses, for their failure, bdt, instead of doing so, the.Prime' 
Minister hid himself behind the plea bf military neceiity."’ 
Even when dealing with the ghastly Dardanelles business, he 
seeihed rather proud of it, although admitting that its. failure 
was a keen disappointment to him. But of the awful losses of 
men he had nothing to say, except a few cheap compliments 
on the bravery of those who had been sacrificed.. When we_ 
remember., that, in this affair alone there have been 100,000 
•killed and wounded, besides 78,000 invalided home owing to 
sickness, the callousness of his attitude is disgusting.. 

But we look iu vain in Asquith’s speech-to find the objects 
sought as au excuse for all the bloodshed. There were the usual 
vague phrases about carrying “ a righteous cause to a triuuiphal 
issue,” but as to what the Governments of Britain,' France, Russia, 
and Italy wopld regard, as a “ triumphal issue '■’ we are as nmqh 
in the dark as ever. ' . 

The hypocrisy of the' cry about the rights of little 
nationalities.,” has been shown by the landing ofv troops at 
Salonika. ' The,. Greek Government has been compelled' by 
force to let the Allies land, and, as Oaraon suggested in his 
letter of resignation to the Premier, “ Greece is afraid^ of the 
Geh.tral.'.Power^; we ought tp make her"afraid of us : our naval 
supremacy enables us to do this.” So this war which has^ been 
lauded tolhe^^ies^s one of-high ideals is now- degeneratirifif 
day by day:"' ‘ \ 

And what,shall we say about the position at home? At 
last, the people are beginning to doubt the wisdom of their 
rulers. ' The loss of life is being felt in every other household, 
and questions are being raised as to when the" end will Come. 
The fearful lists of casualties appearing in the papers since the 
last “ great advance " at Loos give some idea as to what is meant 
by “driving the Germans Out of Belgium”- and if the object 


could be achieved by the discussion of peace terms, it would ber 
-'welcomed by those who Will suffer the most. Every suggestion 
to that effect is howled down by our patriotic Press as leadings 
to a "^premature” peace; but fas i,t would pass the wit of any 
man to show what advantage would be .gained by the prolonga¬ 
tion of the wS'r, we fail to see how any peace oould~ bei- 
premature. The peoples are fighting ^now to save the “ digniiby 
and honour ” of a few diplomatists and statespien, and^we do 
not cpnsider that object Worth the bones of a single map:”' The 
^war is rapidly becoming a war of exhaustion^ vfi^o'ut any 
definite de.ciaion one way or the other in sight; and'^he time is- 
ripe for thosO who are opposed to the war to concentrate on 

driving thaf point home, and insisting, that the bloodshed shall 
stop. , ■ 

Asquith’s remarks on compulsion show that he has been 
won over by the Oonscriptionists, who are desperately afraid 
that the war may cease before they have put the chains of 
military despotism on the., workers, of this country, who they 
fear are becoming disillusioned, and may prove very difficult to- 
keep in .check when the war is over. .Even, now the workers- 
disbelieve the reasons put forward for going to war, and a^e 
only induced to help in carrying on the war because of some 
indistinct idea that .the “country’-’ is in danger. But if they 
once lose faith in their rulers, the outburst may “stagger 
humanity.-’-’ And the ruling class know'it and fear it, hence- 
the frantic efforts to forge the chains before a “ premature 
peace takes place. 

For our part, we shajl continue to point out the facts "of 
. the situation to the people ,who have been betrayed, and urge 
one and all to be steadfast and of good courage in the hour' 
of trial which is sure to come sooner or later—perhaps soone-r 
than wS imagine. - " ' , ’ 


War' and Clericalism. 


The injustice and horrors of war are making themselves« 
keenly felt among the unhappy nations -who have become 
involved in the present fratric-idal struggle at the instigation 
of their rulers. Evidence of misery and mourning ,are' visible, 
every-where, and the slaughter of millions of the flower oT the 
huinan race only stimulates the governing classes gf Europe to- 
find fresh victims for the well-nigh universal carnage. 

How are 'we to end the war? WilT war ever,be utterly 
abolished? These are questions which an ever-increasing 
number of thoughtful people' are asking tp-day. The answer tor 
both questions is the same. Wars will cease to be waged when 
the ma,a8 of the people refuse tOi.take up arms and kill one 
another at the bidding of their Governbients. Without the 
assent and co-^Bration of the masses war is impossible. The 
peoples of Eqrope are fighting'each other to-day ^beoause from 
qhil<i5:ood th'b minds of those millions of soldiers have been 
warped a-nd perverted by the poison of false ideas. The most- 
deadly of these are the religious conceptions’ which have been 
assimilated through the p 0 ^&ist 6 nt^ efforts of the clericals of all 
denominations in every country in Europe. ' 

- In view of the fact that; on Ootobef 12 revolutionists ther 
world over were in .some way comiaenj.or-ating'the murder of the-*' 
gye.at*J4eaVist -Acd pacifist 'Francisco Ferrer .y Guardia, the 
Yicttm of Spanish Clericalism, who fell, shot i n th e Montjuich 
Fortress at Barcelona, iu 1909, it is interesting, to observe tlfe 
.prominent part which Clericalism of every variety is playing in, 
the present'war. Priests of all creeds stand forth, as the ready 
champions of “ the truth aud justice” (!) of.the cause for* which 
their nation is fighting. While Protestantsan Germany liken the 
Kaiser" to an Angel of Light, equally devout English Pro¬ 
testants find no difficulty in discovering in him “ the Anti- 
Christ of the Revelations.” The same is true of th-ef Reman 
Catholics. In Germany the priests curse “ ijjfidel Francewith 
gusto, whilst in England they pronounce the ravaging of 
Belgium to be quite in accordance with the ethics pf the 
followers of Luther, " In both cases they deliberately ignore the 
most obvious facts that would be fatal to their case, and exploit 
the horrors of the war to further thp interests of their church. 

There is nothing surprising in all this. Priests in . all. ages 
have ever been ready .to pronounce the blessing of their god 
upon the cause they upheld and to quote “whole chapters of 
Scripture in support of their attitude. But the influence of 
Clericalism upon war is not restricted to the futile professional 
.performance of dealing out blessings and cursings as circum¬ 
stances’require, it is in itself one of the most powerful causes of 
war. A glance through the pages of history reveals ..the fact 
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that the great majority of wars have been definitely “ wars of 
religion.” For hundreds of years Europe has been the scene of 
the most sanguinary struggles between groups of nations goaded * 
on by religious zealots. The history of Ireland presents what 
is, perhaps, the most terrible example of what a curse religious 
fanaticism is to’ a nation. The root cause of that civil strife 
wherein Irishmen have killed and hated each other for centuries 
is to be found,-in the final analysis, in a difference of opinion as 
to, the Attributes and dictates of a god whose very existence it is 
impossible for any one to demonstrate. To-day, as never before, 
England is utljerly enslaved in the clutches of the State. And 
the strongest supporter of the State is. the priest. ’ The more 
reactionary that State is, the more he approves of it. Priests 
swarm and are all-powerful in Spain and Euasia. Notwith¬ 
standing their most strenuous efforts and most open overtures, 
the Allies have failed to gain the whole-hearted support of the 
Vatican. Why is this? Because the Pope realises full well 
that the German and Austrian autocracies are the most efficient 
in EuropGj and priestcraft will flourish like the proverbial bay 
tree'where the people are bound by the chains of conscription, " 
and are at the mercy of a powerful military ruling class. Hence 
it is more politic for the Papacy to protest but mildly against the 
destruction of churches in Belgium, and to treat the anti- 
Christian activities of the Turk as matters of no importance. 

The most enthusiastic advocates of conscription in England 
are the most religious and most reactionary of politicians and 
publicists. The strength cf Lord Northcliffe^s religious con^ 
victions a^'not generally known, yet these find a constant 
reflex in the leading articles of the Times. Whilst the people 
are absorbed in the anxieties the war has brought upon them, 
the clerics, like the profit-mongers an(| the politicians, are using ' 
the war as a means to strengthen their hold upon the nation. 
The utmost advantage is being taken Of the awakened and 
agitated emotions of the people to turn those, feelings—which 
might be welded together into a_j)owerful instrument to stop' 
the war—^into religious channels. There are clerics who do not 
hesitate to assert that those wh5 fail to pray for the success of 
our righteous cause will ruin their country and damn their 
souls. Others indulge in, choerful speculations as to the pause 
of the war, and attribute so low a standard' of morality and, 
justice to the god they worship as to declare that this blackest 
of all horrors is a divine visitation.^^ But the Iron Cross for 
the most absurd religious pronouncement on the subject must in 
justice be awarded to the'Bishop of London, who says that the 
English are not yet good errough to win the war ! The delay 
in the march to Berlin has .hitherto been ascribed to lack of 


- . il re¬ 

purpose. The best way to commemorate the life of Ferrer and 

to avenge his death is to carry on his work. Wo may well copy 
the, capitalist in this respect. Why is money spent so lavishly 
on Boys^ Brigades and Juiiior Imperial Associations ? The Boy 
Scout movomept is already proving one of the most powerful 
weapons the militarists possess. It is well known that the aged 
head of the Standard Oil Trust is a ver^, active supporter of hia , 
Church Sunday School. Does Roc'kefelleV serve God for naught ? 
Let that question be answered by the miners of Ludlow ! 

To fight against war, then, we must^ fight against 
.Clericalism. The first step towards preventing .wars in the 
future is the extension of anti-militarist propaganda, especially 
among the young. The Socialist mpvemenfc has for many yearn 
been so obsessed with ,petty reforms, which, as events have 
proved,, bate been perfectly useless to them, that it has_J.^rgely 
forgotten its first principles. The bright light of the (dd three¬ 
fold idea of the French Revolution must..bG always before the 
eyes of the people—Liberty, Equality, Fraternity ! All true 
Socialism'is implied in these three jvords. Liberty means the . 
downfall of the State and all it stands-for; Equality necessitates 
the end of elagses, and therefore- of class ownership ,and the 
class war; Fraternity speaks of the brotherhood of man and of the 
passing away for evFirof'War. Let there be no slacliening of 
• propaganda during the war; rather let us redouble our efforts to 
bring about that change in society which alone can secure a. 
true and abiding peace. Otto Leroy. 


“ DEFENDING THE REALM.” 


Our comrade J. B. Bailey has been sentenced to^fire© monthsr 
imprisonment for “writing certain statements likely to prejudice 
recruiting.” He was tried at the Monmouth AssizAs on October 30, 
after having been bandied about by the military and civil, authorities 
for nearly two months. The judge, in sentencing him, said that if the 
more serious charge had been gone into the maximum penalty was 
.death. A letter from our eojnraCe was published in the October issue 
of Voice op Labour, from which it appears that ha was first charged 
with being an enemy alien at large, but that charge was dismissed by 
the magistrates. On-leaving the court, he was immediately rearrested 
on the above charge, witlr-bhe result stated.' To speak frankly, it seems 
that by such sentences tlie- authonties are themselves prejudicing 
recruiting, as it is impossible to believe that a Government capable of, 
such actions can be fighting foT freedom. .Their own deeds discredib 
their words. Bailey’s case does not stand alone: similar sentences or 
heavy fines have been imposed all over the country. 


munitions and military skill; it now appears that, the real 
stumbling block is a deficiency of prayer and praise to the com¬ 
plaisant (alleged) omnipotent God who sits above viewing the 
slaughter beneath his • feet. And yet such is the standard of 
intelligence in England ‘ to-day that t-Kere are thousands who 
will accept in all seriousness the buffooneries of this episcopal 
charlatan I * ' ' 

Nearly every church and chapel in the land has been turned 
into a recruiting office, and cartloads of tracts and Bibles are 
being distributed among the soldiers. Above all, in the schools 
children are taught to associate religious ideas so closely w;ith 
those of patriotism aud militarism that these at length entwine 
' like venomous serpents round'-.the mind of the child with deadly 
and lasting effect Let it be clearly'understood that the ideas 
which ,are how being implanted in the minds of little children 
—the flag-waving, the praying, the driHing, and the cheering for 
King or Kaiser—are like so many seeds which will, if not- 
destroyed, germinate into future yrars. The Capitalist, the 
Lawyer, the Priest^ and the Soldier—fitting symbols of the 
degradation and enslavement of the workers ! These four are 
the foundations of the modern State. 


In Australia the, same sort of thing is happening. On September 4, 

. in the Central Police Court, Sydney, Tom.Barker, editor of an I.W.W. 
paper, jOw-eciioitOTi,, was fined iC50 or six months’, imprison meat with 
hard labour, and diso ordered to find sureties in the sum of ^6100, with 
the alternative of another six months, to observe Regulation 28 of the- 
War Precautions Act for the period of the war, for publishing and' 
distributing a poster bearing the following words:— 

‘ ' ' TO ARMS!! ^ V 
X/apij^alistSj Parsons, Politicians, ' - 

Landlords, Newspaper Editors, and 
; Other Stay-at-Home Patriots, ^ 

Your Country Needs You in the Trenches! r-^- . . 

Workers, Follow Your Masters ! . 

FrOm a report of the case sent us by the Barker Defence dom-' 
mittee, it appears that the action was instituted by the authorities 
because the poster offended the susceptibilities of a few politicians 
prominent in the recruiting campaign, who were anxious to find a 
scapegoat in order to cover up their own blunder^and incapacity as 
recruiting agents. The Defence Committee say; “In thesoAays, when 
autocratic legislation is making such dangerous inroads on the liberty 
of the' subject and freedom of speech, it bohovea all progressive 
- associations, and especially members of the workinV class, to enter hn 

the Prussian-like tactiesm the State Govern- 


; Let US frankly recognise our, enemies. Oapitahsm, Milibansm, emphatic protest against 

ationalism, and Clericalisnl--our deliberate aim js the destruc-^^jjjQQj. authorities.” A fund is being raised to fight the case in the 

courts; but the judges'are not likely to alter the sentence dealt out in 


Nationalism, 

tiou of.these by every;,,jneans in our power. And it is from the 
wori: of the martyred Ferrer that,we may learn many valuable 
lessons as to how our fourfold task may be accomplished. First 
and foremost, Ferrer realised the importance of the child. He 
reedgnised the,supreme value of implanting right ideas about 
man, society, and Nature in the plastic mind of the boy or girl.. 
Here in a vast field for activity which will better repay our 
'•efforts than any other—yet it is left almost untouched by the 
majority of reyhlutionists. Surely work of this kind was never 
more needed than at the present time, when the whole world is 
reaping the fatal effects of the neglect of it in the past 1 If but 
half the time that Socialists devote to controversies among them¬ 
selves were spent in training the young in the principles of 
Communism, and setting them on' their guard against the 
sophisms of the'enemy, that time would be used to better 


a Government prosecution. 


It is-not by the wax and parchment of lawyers that the independ¬ 
ence of man can be preserved. Such things are the more externals; 
they set off liberty to^ advantage; they'are as its dress and parapher¬ 
nalia, its holiday suit in times of peace .and' quiet. ‘“But, when the evil 
days set in, when the invasions of despotism have ^egun, liberty will be 
retained, not by those who can show the oldest deeds and the largest 
charters, but by those who have been moat inured to habits of inde¬ 
pendence, most accustomed to think and act for themselves, and most 
regardless of that insidious pi’otectioh which the' upper classes have 
always been so ready to bestow, that in many 'countries they have now 
left nothing worth the' trpubje to protect.— T. Buckle, “ History of 
Civilization in England,” . 



•GREAT MEN OR A GREAT PEOPLE? 

b. ' ' 1. 

Two ways of progress are laid befoiie us by those of our kind 
we esteem thinkers. One .set tells us that the first thing 
, necessary is an increase in our great men; the other tells us 
■ that the most important thing is a bettor average. I suppose 
both sets^would agree that the more great men we have and the 
higher the average, the better it 'NVill be for society. ••'But the 
question is, which must be our chief concern ? Upon which 
must we put the chief accent ? Men like Carlyle and B-uskin 
» will say ; “ Lools; after your great men ; let them bear aloft the 
torch as supermen,’^ Men like Tolstoi and Bakunin will 
say: Improve your material conditiohs and raise the standard 

of your multitude, or the appeal *of your great men' must be 
useless.” And I do think that our Carlyles and Enskins, and 
.all the host of scribes demanding supermen, have utterly failed^ 
tO'Show what good can come from the supermen“if they fall into 
a society utterly unable to understand and appreciate'them. I 
wish some of them would address themselves to this side of the 
problem in earnest, and not leave it to a poor obscure scribe like 
myself to raise it. . . 

What doth it avail m'y being a giant in intellect if I have 
to appeal to a people without intellect ? What is the use,of my 
being a giant in poetry, if fny poems have to fall upon a 
mass with no soul for poetry? What is the use of my 
worshipping'at the shrine of Beethoven, and composing soul- 
enthralling music, if the level of my audience be Ta-ra-ra- 
boom-de-ay or “ It*s a long, loug,^ way to Tipperary ” ? What 
the use of producing , beautiful, literature and art, if the people 
are satisfied with ^the literary offal poured out_by the modern 
Press? T. wish the savants who keep Ahouting for the advent 
of more supermen would clear up these points. Why ought I 
to desire to be reincarnated into the world as a Demosthenes, if 
only'to orate to a garden of .cabbages ? . , 

^ I vow when I depart this eartk'I shall have no desire to 
return to orate to cabbages, or to write books for such as prefer 
the productions of the Pres^, or to compose' or play good music 
for such as find their solace in music-hall ditties, And unless 
some high priests of the superman cult can descend to clear up 
these- vulgar points, some vulgar minds like my own,, in close 
touch with mundane reality, will begin to think that there is 
soraetjhing akin to bunkum in j}he superman theories, 

Of course, we may mave to admit that if a few persons having 
' quite settled it with, themselves that they were superior 
beingSrdrew out and sat on ah’ alabaster throne and savagely 
_ railed at the common herd down beneath them,, they might get, 
some sort of pleasure from it. But in this case one would' be 
seriously led bo ask, Are they mad, or will they not soon become 
mad ? Is the exercise healthy ? One .cannot live long and well 
without fellowship, and if there is a great gap between your 
great men and your average, then your great men cannot help 
the'average, and your average cannot help the great men. So 
to poor scribes like myself the main business of society seems to 
be to so change the material conditions as to raise the average 
standard of life. This done, the great! men may be left to take 
care of themselves, and the greater tl^ey are the less they will 
-care for the homag'e of those who laud them as supermen, and 
the more they will feel their kinship with'the average people, 
who must be their inspiration. , ’ 

Great men,-or a great people ? It seems to'me that a great' 
people will always have its great men. • A good soil does not 
condemn to'any dead level or dull uniformity the oaks, elms/ 
beeches, and pines that inhabit ic. There are always the feW 
* towering up into th6 clouds ; there are always, the few scrpibs 
and dwarfs. Good conditions do nob obliterate differences of 
character, they only give scope for life. But if a great people • 
should fail in great men, being rich and ripe' in their own 
natures, I think they would manage to ;be quite happy, withoot-" 
them. On the other hand, I cannot conceive of* your great 
men without the great people. Abnormalities, monstrqsities, 

. portentous., and' aWful creatures with all manner' of strange 
, obsessions you "may have as a reflex of a cbrrupt society, but 
not men great, and sane. ' 

And so I think that the Anarchist, who lays principal stress 
upon the instincts, faculties, and powers of the ordinary 
individuals, and not upon the exceptional powers of the few 
who vary from them, points the. real way to progress, Not a 
few great men, but a free society emancipated from all 
privileges; should be the aim of all revolutionists. ■ 

John Tamltn. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE MoVeMBNT AUD re-ORGANISATION. 

. (To the J^ditdr of Freedom.) 

Dear Comrade, —It is evident from Comrade Wood’s letter in- 
September Freedom that my letter in the August issue has-failed to 
make clear—bo him, at any.' rate—the meaning I intended to convey. 

I did cot attack (as Wood seems to imagine) th 0 .,po 8 ition that Anarchist 
organisatio'ns in all countries should act together whenever desirable 
and possible : indeed, I am Btrongly''in favour of such joint action, to 
"which, moreover, 1 have never heard of any AnarcMst being opposed. . 
But our comrade says that we must organise internationally,” and 
thus (inasmuch as Internationalism implies tjhSi recognition of 
Nationalism) blesses the fetish which he himself, elsewhere in his letter, 
affirms to be one of the raain factors in the exploitation of Labour, 

Now, the Anarchist does not recognise “ the joation ” as an entity; 
to him, the individual is the sociological unit, and the nation is’.bub an 
aggregate of individuals. How, then, can the Anarchist be said to b© 

“ national” ? He is necessarily not an nationalist, but-an Anti- ' 

nationalist. I believe that the Nationalist superstition (as well as the 
superstitions relating to gods 'and governors) will have to be destroyed 
befoi’O it will be possible to revolutionise the material conditions which 
are depeTident on the acceptance of these beliefs by the masses. Thought 
is the herald of Acdon, and we Anarchists should surely avow our 
antagonism to the State-imposed grouping involved in Nationalism. In 
Anarchy, individuals will form their own groupings, small and large. 
The fact that we at present exist under Nationalism is the very reason 
why we should proclaim ouf movement anti-Nationalist as well as antf- 
Capitalist and anti-State. 

Some may possibly consider all this a trifling matter—a quibble over 
“ mere words." I submit, however, that (as words are our principal - 
means of conveying' ideas) an accurate tetminology is a, valuable aid 
both to clear chinking and to the fertility of our propaganda. Anarchists 
should I’emember that, though they themselves underatand certain 
expressions commonly used in the, movement, they cannot expect the 
speedy, or peifhaps even the ultimate, conversion of people to, whom 
those expressions may be hopelessly obscure. In my, humble opinion. 
Anarchist terminology stands in urgent need of revision, and I trust 
the subject will receive from comrades the serious attention it merits. 

.With regard to the Co-operative' movement, I suggest that 
(though Anarchists may usefully join it as rank-and-file members in 
order to spread our ideas among Co-operators) it is surely too lab© in 
the day to hark back to the old, old idea that the Revolution can bo 
effected by the labour end energy pf revolutionists being applied to 
M-operative. manufacture and shop-keeping in competition with the. 
capitalists. Political Reformation is discredited in the eyes of * 
Anarchists; how is it, then, that some comrades still seem to,cling to 
the antiquated belief in reformism in the industrial sphere ?' 

As to our Syndicalist friends, let us Anarchists work with them 
whenever and however we can ; but let us never forget that our goal is 
something finer and deeper than a mere bread-and-^bubter revolution— 
.that we stand for the liberation and highest possible development of 
the individual personality. « . - 

Whilst indulging on leaning's towards Co-operation and Syndicalism, 
let us not be undhly impatient fpr concrete resuljbs.. We shall attain 
Freedom when there is a sufficient number of possessors of t\iQ WiU to 
he Free. That way lies our mission—iAe making o/cojiscioms A^iarckists. 

It is the only way. As Ibsen once said in speaking of ppliticians: 

“ Partial revolutions, revolutions in externals . . ... are mere trifles. 
There is only cfne thing that avails—to revolutionise people’s minds.”—• 
Yours fraternally, T; S. 

. • I 

"“PAYING THE P,IPER.” 

(^0 tor o/F reedom.) 

Sir,— The deplorable ignorance the writer of the note with the 
above heading displays in reference to the proposals of Single Taxers ' 
(for the taxation of land values) might be, allowed to pass bub for the 
effect his statement is calculated to produce on the working man. He 
says the fact that Labour pays all taxation is an effectual answer to the 
land-taxer (sto). Does he know that this particular tax is paid twice 
over, first in the form of rent to the landowner and then in rates and 
taxes to the governing authority ? Whatever may bo the writeFs 
animus against Single Taxers; surely he is not in favour of handing 
over two or three hundred millions sterling per annum to the land- 
owners—the potential value of the land of this country would yield 
nearly one thousand millions per annum to the community if the land 
was put to its full use, 

- If the writer does not agree with the principle of th’e Single Tax 
op Land Values, he is a “land-taxer.” We are not land-taxers; we 
are value-taxers. The pfeaeat blundering and oppressive'system is one 
of land-taxing—i.e., taxipg land according to its use." We propose to 
tax land accordipg to its value—an entirely diflferent thing. The land 
monopolists, who are the foundationi "and buttresses of all other 
monopolists, are quite safe from interference so long as we have " 
ignorant people like the writer of this note, who evidentlY^^refers that, 
the workers should be taxed on their food and on their wages rather 
than that the landowners should be taxed on the. value of their lands. 
Happy landowners 1—^Yours ti;uly, John Baoot. 

[Why this anger ? The writer of the note said it did not matter 
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who paid the taxes, as the workers produce them before any one can 
pay them—whether capitalist or landowner. Was he “ignorant” in 
saying that ? ' Again, to speak of taxing land values is not correct. 
You really tax the landowner. If he is a worker, he pays ; if he is.not 
a worker, b© must first squeeze the tax out of some one who is. The 
result is the same in any ease—the worker produces tliS wealth from 
which the taxes are drawn,— Ed. Peeedom.] 


ENLIST OR- 


POSTMEN AND CONSCRIPTION. 

{To the Ediioi’ of PftEEpoM.) 

Sib, —Kindly allow me to correct a slight misapprehension which 
was apparent in a Ekeedom comment made on the Walthamstow post¬ 
men's resolution against Conscript Slavery. Tho^ comment said :— 
“ They apparently sufier from none of the delusions filling the minds of 
so many of the woi;kerB just now, that our enemies are the workers and 
Tulera of other lands; and though servants of a beneficent State, they 
realise .that the fight is against the masters, whether disguised as State 
employers or otherwise, and it is a .fight which must be kept going.” 

This might be misunderstood by some persona to mekn that we 
postmen regard the workers and rulers of other countries as being our 
friends. It is true that the workers of Some other countries are being 
forced, against'their oWn wishes, to murder Britons, But it is not 
correct to say that the rulers of all other countries are the friends of 
British postmen. They are nob always our friends, but are often the 
bosses and oppressors of workers generally. 

The so-called “rulers” .of this country, Britain, are'in reality a 
few aged money-maniacS) who try to use the King as a gorgeous cloak 
for hiding their own corruption. Their highest thought is a mania for 
constantly increasing their "ill-gotten wealth. They would try to 
pauperise the Ministers of. the King if those Ministers dared to advise' 
his Majesty to exile the .money-bugs. They therefore, could not be 
.exiled by the King, who is constitutionally allowed to act only on the 
advice of his Ministers.—Yours truly, ' A Postman. 

[No one would accuse Anarchists of saying that thej'ulera of other 
countries are the friends, of British workers, and the sentence hardly 
bears that interpretation.— Ed. Ereedom.] 


booklAnd and elsewhere. 


- It is strange that so little great poetry has been inspired by the war 
©f the classes; Morris, Francis Adams, She) ley, and.a few more have given 
us of'the beat, but considering how many poets have sung the glories 
and greatnbas of bloody, war, it 'is, strange that there has not been more 
written about the war between the poor and the rich. But the reason 
is not far to seek; so few realise that it is war, and always war, between 
those who have and'hold and those who have no.b. There is the main 
diflBciilty that faces the Anarchist; it is so difficult to prove to the 
worker that alliAhee of any kind with the capitalist cannot ever result 
in anything but advantage to the latter ; only by war can freedom be 
won and justice be satisfied. In The Red 3aion^ published at 6d. by 
the Northern Division “ Herald League,” Albert Young gives us some 
fine, stirring verse. Occasionally he seems to bo writing because he 
wants to do so, but often because he must, and then his lines ring true 
"and hit hard. He is at his beat, which is really-good, when, so to speak, 
in a temper. 

Quite different matter is The False Mysticism of War, by Muriel 
Matters, of'the Society of Friend^ (2d.).. The Friends are, as far as 
we know, the only Christian body that has attempted in these evil 
times to practise the"tfeaching of Christ; the churches and chapels 
resound with preaching and the columns of the iiew^apers roeli with 
sophistry. Christ was a man of peace : there is nd'getting away from 
that fact except by lying. The Church of Christ has done a vast deal 
■of that lately. This pamphlet is well and soberly written, bub we 
fear that most so-called folioweia of Christ will look askance at it. 

Bruce Glasier has done good service by writing the two pamphlets 
issued by the Independent Labour Party, Alilitarism and The Peril of 
Vonsd'iption, They are excellent—as far as they go-—and provide telling 
.arguments against the bluring patriotism and sordid militarism of 
to-day. But, ofvcourse, they do nut go far enough. Like all State 
Socialists, the writer forgets that to substitute one form of government 
for another is only taking a King Stoi'k in place of King Log. 
Governments always have-depended and always .%vili depend upon 
property and force. It is not another kind of government we desire, 
“but freedom, and until one obtains that there will be wars and 
militarism. Will the people never realise that? Nevertheless, we are 
fateful for these two pamphlets—-as far as they go. N I 

NNilllMO. 


The coercive form recruiting has assumed since the appcfintment of 
Lord Derby has been recently manifested in many startling ways. • The 
British Government, apparently jealous of its claim to tbo title “ per¬ 
fidious Albion,” appears'to disdain conscription of the Continental 
genus. Nevertheless, an insidious form has actually been thrust upon 
the British which is operating far more unfairly than any German or 
French system. Enlist or starve is now the only alternative, and oven 
those workers who for any reason are ineligible are being brought 
under a scheme of industrial conscription. The Government tele¬ 
graphists, many'of whom were refused permission to enlist when the 
war brolto out, have now received circular letters from the Postmaster- 
General, the desire evidently being to place the State servants under 
the operation of the Munitions Act by obtaining the .signatures of the 
men to the declaration'that they will do their duty to the country in a 
civil or military capacity if called upon. Below is a cop'y of the letter 
from tbo Postmaster-General, who, two years ago, was fighting these 
same telegraphists in their demand for a liring wage and improved 
conditions. We trust that the men may be spirited enough to oppose 
such an obvious menace to their liberty :— • 

’ . October 29, 1915. 

Dear Sir; —Your name has been given to me as that of a man 
with telegraphic skyi and eligible in point of age for nhlitary service. 
You are anxious, I have no doubt, that your services should be used to 
the best advantage for the benefit of the country in this war. They 
would not be used to the. best advantage if you enlisted in an ordinary 
combatant unit of the Army. And a very large number of telegraphists 
must be retained to do indispensable civil work at home, and cannot be 
released even-to serve in the Royal Engineers Signal Service. Tele¬ 
graphists can best serve their country , at this crisis by placing their 
skill unreservedly at the • disposal of the Government and expressing 
their willingness to serve either in a civil or a military capacity as 
reqmreil. The Director of Army Signals will then be able to know 
that he has a body of men available who can be called upon whenever 
"needed to undertake military service in the Royal Engineers, and care¬ 
fully planned arrangements can be made bo provide for the needs of the 
Army. A great number of additional volunteers for the Royal Engi¬ 
neers Signal Service are required at once to meet the normal demands 
of the armies in the field ; and stilT more telegraphists must bo forth-, 
coming in the future as the number of men on active service increases. 
Every Post Office telegraphist of military age should, therefore, realise 
that there is an urgent call to him to volunteer now for military 
service, leaving it to Colonel Ogilvie, the Director of Army Signals, to 
call him up as the exigencies of the military situation require. I have 
been proud to hear the praise given to youj^ colleagues who have for 
many months, been engaged, sometimes in trying and dangerous 
circumstaoce.=i, in maintaining the communications of the armies in- the 
'field. Many of these have already won distinctions which have refiectod 
honour on the Post Office Telegraph Service;, and I am confident 
that ,ia asking you, like them, to place your whole services at the 
disposal of the State, I am only offering you an opportunity of use¬ 
fulness to the,country .which you will be eager to accept. 

Herbert Samuel, 

Postmaster-General. 

To the Postmaster-General,' London. 

I will do.my duty to the country in the Post Office or in the Royal 
Engineers Signal Service if called upon. 

Name. . 

Address. i _ 

This fpr'm of declaration is followed on the original by certain questions 
. as b&'age, .marriage, children, dependants, etc. 


-WIND-BORNE. 




Commencing with the November feSne, this paper will be increased 

in size to 

Published 15th of each month. 


127 OssuLSTON Street,- London, _N.W. 


The wand’ring wind brings o’er a freight 
Of dying moans from dread Termonde, •' 

And sings a dirge for Manhood’s fate— 

Our sighing, storm-swept shpres respond; 

"His angrj^ snarl is harsh with hate 
And loud rings out the battle shout; 

He blusters by with bully’s gait f 
And roughly roars the bloody rout; 

The roars die down to tones of doubt. 

As even sways the deadly strife 
Then hissing falls Red Russia’s knout, 

And whistling cuts the-Tyrant’s knife—■ 

But last he flings at Priest and State 
The free-born laughs he learned from XAfe. 

Norman Y'ouno. 

Modern Science and Anarchism. 

: By Peter Kroeotkin. ^ ■ ■ ' 

f * ■ 

112 pages; Paper Covers, 6d. net; also in Art Cambric, Is. fid. net. 

Postage, paper l|d., cloth 3d. 
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INTERNATIONAL MODERN SCHOOL.' , 

We had quite a successful -gathering at Marsh House on the 
Sunday following the anniversary day of the murner of Ferrer, 
perpetrated hy the Spanish Gpvernnaent on October 13,1909, The * 
School was there in force, together with many adults. We had the - 
pleasure * of hearing several comrades express their views upon 
education and the life- and work of Ferrer, and these included 
our comrades Millie Witcop, Bessie Ward, Dawson, -Heaford (one oT 
Ferrer’s executors), Pell, arid Rudolf.' The proceedings were 
brightened by a song from A.nnie and a r,ecitation by Bonar 
Thompson. We anticipate another good gathering on the occasion of 
the Ohicagp Martyrs Anniversary, which will be held at Marsh House - 
on Sunday, November 14, at 4.30 p.m., to-which all are invited. It^ 
well that during this period of patriotic humbug ^nd the cramming oh 
distorted history of military and, naval heroes into, the heads of 
young and old of to-day, that, as an antidote, we'should have a little 
light thrown on industrial history, and those ^ workers who have 
glorified it. 

I Ashburton House, Globe Road, E. . 1 Jimmy. 

■y. . 

' III! 

In Aid of Political War Prisoners, 

\ . I • 

Some time-back- we appealed on behalf of tbe fund raised to assist 
our comrades who have been interned as political war prisoners, and 
now we wish, to repeat this appeal. There are about forty of them, 
and much can bo done to lighten their captivity by the purchase of 
little lujcuiues or grants of money. This fund is very low, and we hope 
the response will show that our comrades are not forgotten. A 
Masquerade Ball on behalf of the fund will be held on Saturday, 
November 27, at the. Crown Hall, Redmans Road, Stepney, We 
shaR' be pleased to receive and acknowledge any money sent €0 us. 


MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

(October 1—November 4.) 

Fbeedom Guarantee Shtnd, — A. Smith Is, M.- Shear Is, A. Baron 6d, W. Ms. 
Is 6d, T. Garcia Is, A Friend (Bristol) Is 3d, W. 0. Meek 6d, S. Corio Is, 
H. W. Journet 2s, S. Peck 2a. 6d. Marsh Souse (socials and sale of 
. refreshments and.literatnre), week ending September 18,5s 8d; September 25, 
2s dd ; October 2, 33 6dj October 9, 6s lid ; October 16, 11s 8d ; October 23, 

. 11s 8d p October 30,--^Ssh-Vd j members’ subscriptions—September, 16s 6d ; 
October, 15s 6d. 

Fhbedom SwbscHjjtions.—F. Vj. Johnson 53, B. Black Js 6d., R. Moore Is 6d, 
J, Ratigan 6d, W. Ms.. Is 6d, 0, liVerner Is 6d, E. M. Y. S. Is 6d 
■J. Hoffipan Is -6 L. Thomas Is 6d, If. Gt R. 

J. Hodgson Is 6d, S. Peck Is 6d. . ~ 

i$0«LS©. . 

■ 

Library—Open every evening to comrades. 

, Thursdays^Diacussion,. 8.30 p.m. , 

'-'^^aturdays^—Social Evenings, 8.30 p.m. (Members only). 
Sundays—Social Evenings, 8.30 ; Oollectioh. 

IV5'£0>i»-fcy5?s ■ 

A meeting in commemoration of the legal mi^rder of the Chicago 
J^rchists will be held at MARSH „ HOUSE on Sunday, 
NpvembeP 14, at 4.30 p.m. All are welcome. , Tea supplied after 
tbe meeting. 

In aid op the ‘ 

POLITICAL WAR PRISONERS':- 

WILL BE HELD AT 

Crown Hall, 40 Redmans Road, Stepney, E., 

On SATURDAY, NOVEMBER‘27. 

' Commence at 8 p.m. Ball till 3 a.m.-* " - 

Three Prizes will be distributed. -• 

“FREEDOM” MAY BE OBTAINED of 

London. — Hendersons, 66 Charing Cross Ro|w[,.:'Wi.O,, (Wholesale). 

. , National Labour Pbess; St, 'BriddB House, Salisbury Square, Fleet 

Street, E.O. (Wholesale). , ’ 

B. Ruderman, 71 Hanbury Street, Spitalfiel’da, E, 

J. J. Jaques, 191 Old' Street, City Road, E.O. 

Quiokpalls, 238 York Road, and, 61 High Street, Battersea, S. W. 

’ ISBOTURQ, Cleveland Street, W. 

Leicester.—Socialist Society, 1 Ohurchgate. . .. 

Birmingham— National 1Abour'Pre.ss —I’OO John Bright Street. 
Manchester.—H. Sepals, 99a Great Ducie Street, Strangeways (Wholesale). 
HewkiN, 14a Cannon Street.' , 

M. Robert, 86 Grosvenor Street, Corner of Brook Street. 

Burns, New Bailey Street. “ 

Manning, Itower M:sley Street. 

Walker, Church Street, Newton Heath. • ’"s 

Collins, 326, Oldham Road, Newton Heath. ^ ^ . 

Llverpooi.r-E. G. Smith, 126 Tunnel Road (Wholesale), 

Chas. j. Grant and Son, 8 and 9 Lord Street Arcade. 

Stanley’s, 30 Lime Street.,,, 

Plymouth.— w. Tall, Market Bookstall. 

Belfast—W. Robinson, 167 York Street. . 

Palkirh—J. Wilson, 76, Graham’s Road. '• 

Leeds—G. Frost, 20, Keeton Street, York Road. . . 


Back Numbers of “ Freedoiipi.” 

. --- ■’ ' “ I , %. 

We can supply a few complete seta of Freedom from 1906 to 
1913, all in good condition for binding. Prices:— 

1911 to. 1914 ... 1^. 6d. per year; two years for 2s. 6d.^ 

*1906 to 1910 ... 23, „ five years for 8s. 6d. 

Prices include postage in the United Hingdom. 

Published by Emma Goldman. i 

Offices : 20 East 125th Street, New York City, U.S.A, ‘ 

Can be obtained from Freedom Office. 6d-., moi^thly, post-free 7d. 
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Kropotkin. Id. , , _ ' ‘ 

ANARCHIST' MORALITY. By PEtbb Kropotkin. . Id. , ' 
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ANTIMILITARISM FROM THE WORKERS’ POINT OF VIEW. 

By Dora B. Montefiore.'" W. ' 

RIGHT TO IGNORE THE STATE. By Herbert Spencer. Id. 

LAND AND -LIBERTY: Mexico’s Battle foe Economic Freedom. 

4d.; postage, Id. “ , . - ' 

FOR 'LIBERTY : An Anthology of Revolt. Cloth -^7^1., paper 3d. 
WOMAN’S FREEDOM. By Lily Gair Wilkinsoja, Id.- 

MUTUAL AID. By P Kropotkin, la. net j postage 2d'. 

MEMOIRS OF A REVOLUTIONIST. By P. Kropotkin. (American 
Edition). ■ 8s, 6d. net. - 

FIELDS, FACTORIES -AND WORKSHOPS. By Peter Kropotkin. 

New and Revised Edition. Cloth, Is. net. ■ 
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MODERN SCIENCE AND ^ANARCHISM. By Peter Kropoton. A 
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GOD AND THE STATE. By Michael ^Bakunin. Cloth Is. net, 
postage Id, (Gd edition out of print.) ,, 
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net, postage 4d. 

ANARCHISM. By Dr, Paul'Eltzbacher, 6a. 611.; postage 4d. 

NEWS PROM NOWHERE. - By WiLLiijH Morris. Paper covers/ Is. 

' cloth, 2 b. J postage 2d. . , - 
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CIVILIZATION : ITS CAUSII AND CURE. By E. Carpenter. Cloth 
28. 6d. net, paper Is., postage 3d. 
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WALDEN. By Bt. Thoreau. Is.-and 6d., postage 2d. and Id. ’ 
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